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i. The Viet Minh, in the earlier stages of the war, employed scorched earth 
tactics with great thoroughness and ruthlessness when faced with a French 

attack too strong to resists. In mid~1Gh7, however, a naw tactie was da~ 

veloped and, at present, the scorshed earth polioy is hardly employed at 


HE UTELAZED Ce 


all. For want cf a better name the new tactics might be called "collapsible" 


The scorched earth tactics were abandahoned in part because of the larze 
proportion of large installations and big houses which hed already been 
destroyod; and partly because it was found that the “cellapsible™ tactics 
were less costly and equally effective. The new tactics, in general,-are 
characterized by the geet 


ae Construction ‘end use of a simplified form of house which may sasily 
be taken apart and the pieces scattered before the French arrive, and basen 
easily reconstructed after the departure of the French. 

%. Stocks of rice are lar;ely removed from the locality before tha 
French ettack, but sufficient is left for the nourishment of the ponulation 
during the expected period of French occupation. ‘Thsse stocks are remavad 
from their bags, snd the grains scattered on the ground over a large aras 
so that it is impossible for the French either to gather the praia or to 
destroy it. The local population, at night, gathers erough of it for the 
next day's use, 

*. Growing rice is dealt with in. the following manner. Neither side 
wishes to destroy it while it is still green. When it ripens there is a 
sort of race between the Feanch and the Viot Minh to see who can set at 
the grain first to harvest it. The Viet Minh is usually suscessful as 
mest of the crop rivens at one tine and they are far more numerous. Ir 
threatened zones ths Viet Minn employs large battalions of locel 
who ave able to harvest a large field ina single night. 

d As many cattle as possibla are removed before the French attack. 
The remaindsr are left in stables which ere heavily guarded with booby 
traps. 
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@. The population ratires from the vil lagas and ranppears only as 
nignt. Evary ons must be prepared to evacuate at short HONPOR) Gaxeylay 
only absolute necessities, 

f. An elaborate watching system has been developed to observa the 
movensnes of the French. Bineculars are in great demand. 

& In threatened zones markets themselves are “collapsible®. Thare 
are no installations. The word is simply passed around the night before 
thet the market will be heid ths next day at a certain spot. ‘ihe peasants 
errive with their produce to sell. A system of fiz@d pricss, plairly marked 
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or listed, is used so that no time will be wasted in hargaining. The 
markets are not held twice in the same place. 

he Markets may be held as close as 6} lometers from a French post. 
in such a case there is usually a screen of watchers and Tu-Ve at varying 
distances up to 2 kilometers from the post. Between the Tu-Yo and the 
market, a distence of about 4 kilometers, there is a soreen of Du-Kich 
(literally “walking attack" or guerrillas). If the French attack in the 
direction of the market, but in small foros, the Tu-Ve and Du-Kich may 
counterattack. If the attack is in relatively large foros. the market 
disperses. The Tu-Ve and the Du-Kich also go into temporary hiding. 
Normally. however, the French would not dare to make a vary deep attack 
as it is usually necessary for them to return to their post at night. 


From the point of view of weapons the backbone of the "collapsible" tactic 
of the Viet Minh is land-mines, ,renades and booby traps. The Japanese 
left large stocks of 200, 300, and 500 kilogram aerial bombs in the Thai 
Nguyen and Bace-Xan regions. The explosive in thesa bombs has been ax~ 
tensivoly used by the Viet liinh for making minas. gronades, and hooby trap. 


Tha Viet Minh heave suceseded in eetablishing numerous, though not very: lary:e. 
Saourity zones. The principal ones are in the Thai-Nguyen Tuyen-quang arse: . 

it is in this sone that the various seats of the Viet Nem Govarm ent, dismrsed 
and mobile, are at the present tir.c. 


the French, being unable so launch a large-scale attack on the whole of Torkin, 
have been obliged to divide it up into triangles and attempt to deal sopar:.tely 
wikh the various triangles. The affert is to occupy the three sides of the 
triangle and push inward, attempting to pocket the Viet Minh inside and gred- 
ually reduce them. The Viet Minh countermeasures have been: 


a. To break off the Prencl pincers movements. For this purpose it wes 
found necessary to have the army under unified command. This axplains the 
incorporation of the Tu-Ve into the Regular Army in 1947. ‘“.hen tle Viet Minh 
have been able to make advance preparations in the baitle areas they have 
nearly always been successful in breaking off the pincers movenents. 

be When the Viet Minh are unable to male advance preparations of the 
battle ares they find it wiser to retire for the time being and prepare a. 
later attack to coincide with an attack from within the triangde, in order 
to break the sieges and permit the recovery of the Viet Minh personnel and 
material besieged within tha triangle. ‘These tactics have heen quite guccess- 
ful inasmuch as the French have not sufficient foress to besiege several pre-e 
vets at ones. 
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